18-DAY SUBTROPICAL SOUTH AFRICA
SET DEPARTURE TRIP REPORT

147 310CTOBER 2019

By Dominic Rollinson

CapeEagle-Owl was an unexpected sighting in the Drakensberg Mountains
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Overview

This setdeparture Subtropical South Africa tour is a corhpresive tour of eastern south Africa

thatvi sits a number of South Africadés major gal
habitats. Due to the diversity of habitats visited it often resalan impressive bird and mammal

list. The tour starts ithe coastal city of Durban, then heads inland to the Drakensberg Mountains,
down into the lowlands of Zululandnd then through the highveddeago the Kruger National

Park, finallyendingin the drier woodlands north dbhannesburg.

During this18-day tour we managed an impressive bird 66463 speciesseen(plus 6 species

heard only) including many South Africarendemicsand nearendemicssuch asCape Gannet

Southern Bald lbis, Jackal Buzzard, Grey-winged Francolin, Blue Crane, Blue Korhaan,

Northern Black Korhaan, Ru d dB® &t h BaStern Longbilled, and Large-billed Larks,

Bush Blackcap Cape Parrot, Cape and Sentinel Rock Thrushes Buff-streaked, Sickle-

winged, and Ant-eating Chats Drakensberg Rockjumper, Ground Woodpecker, Cape
Grassbird, Cloud Cisticola, Cape Penduline Tit Karoo and Kalahari Scrub Robins,

Chorister Robin-Chat, Fairy Flycatcher, African Rock, Yellow-breasted and Mountain

Pipits, L a y a raddiBsa r r aWatblérs, Grey Tit, Gu r n eSugabird, Neer ggar dos
Greater Double-collared, and Southern Doublecollared Sunbirds, Swee Waxbill Forest

Canary, Pink-throated Twinspot, andDrakensberg Siskin.

The loud and dorful Purple-crested Turacshowed welin MkhuzeGameReserve.

As always we paid special attention to the maatsmonthis tour which resulted in a large selection
of charismatic African wildlife and also a numbesafaller and lessommonseen species. Some
of the mammal highlights of this trip includédon, Leopard, Serval, Spotted Hyeng Side-
striped Jackal, African Clawless Otter, African Elephant, White Rhinoceros African
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Buffalo, Sable Antelope, Nyala, Blesbok Mountain Reedbuck, Oribi, and Thick-tailed
Greater Galaga
Detailed Report

Day 1,14™ October 2019. Arr ival in Durban and Umhlanga birding

We arived around mieafternoon at our accommodation time Umhlanga area, just north of
Durban, and after quickly unpacking our bags we made our widne teearbyUmhlanga Nature
Reserve for our first taste of Durbémding. This is a great little sposometime spent in the
wetland and coastal forest patches here can soon amount to an impressive bird list. Some of the
highlights from this afternoon includedittle Bee-eater, Common Squaretailed Drongo,
Rufous-winged Cisticola Black-bellied Starling, Grey Sunbird , andEastern (African) Golden
Weaver. There was a strong onshore wind blowindrich meanthata number of seabirds had
moved close to the coast; a quick seawatch prodslegdlbatross White-chinned Petrel Cape
Gannet, Grey-headed Gull and Sandwich Tern. We enjoyed our first dinner of the trip
overlooking a large wetland, listening to the cacophony of calling frogs.

Day 2,15" October 2019. Umhlanga birding and transfer to the Drakensberg

As we were stillafter a number of speciatsthe arawe decided to head back to Umhlanga Nature
Reserve which worked out well with good sightings & u r ¢ h e | | O6Biack-Cmated a |
Wattle-eye Cardinal andGolden-tailed Woodpeckers, Southern Bouboy African Paradise
Flycatcher, Sombre Greenbu| Red-capped Robin-Chat, andDark-capped Weaver with the
highlight of the morning being a small group Réd-headed QueleasamongSouthern Red
Bishop flocks. As we werdoadingthe vehiclewe had brief flyover views of some of the feral
population ofRoseringed Parakeets

After a quick breakfast at the guest house hit the road and made our way inland toward the
impressive Drakensberg, with a full day of birding en roQuex. first stop was in the KwaZulu
Natal midlands foBlue Swallow. This Vulnerable (IUCN)swallow is restricted to montane
grasslandswhere it breeds in sink holeandit is in trouble in South Africa due to habitat loss.
Thankfully it played along todayand we had goodbut briefsightings ofa single bird among the
similar Black Sawwings at our stakeout. We alsimund someothergreat birds in the general
area including Crowned Eagle Long-billed Pipit, Cape Crow, Wailing Cisticola,
Drakensberg Prinia, Pied Starling, and Cape Longclaw After finding the Blue Swallowwe
headed through therhkomaawalley, which offered more great birding witlesser Honeyguide
Blue-mantled Crested Flycatcher Olive Bushshrike, Southern Tchagra(heard only) Black-
headed Oriole African Firefinch , andAmethyst Sunbird all seen on the drive

Once we had lethe valley we birdethe Xumeni Forest for a couptsf hours before making our
way higher into the Drakensberg. The forest proved produyetngeve had brief views adDrange
Ground Thrush, Narina Trogon, African Olive Pigeon, andWhite-starred Robin. After a lot

of work we eventually saw enough of the notoriousftylkingBar r at t 6 s War bl er
After a long productive day of ling we finallyarrived at our accommodation for the evening
with a few good birds seen around UnderlargouteincludingGrey Crowned Crane, African
Black Duck, Long-crested Eagle andLong-tailed Widowbird .

Day 3, 16" October 2019. Sani Pass birding
Today proved to be one of the highlights of the trip as we made our way up the famous Sani Pass
and into thekingdom of Lesothavith our knowledgeable local guides Stuart and Alde left
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our accommodation early and made our way towlaedani PassBefore even reaching the pass
we had already encountered a number of our tarpetsding Red-winged Francolin, Brown-
backed Honeybrd, Buff-streaked Chat Bokmakierie, Red-throated Wryneck, Olive
Woodpecker, African Yellow Warbler, Swee Waxbill, Cape Weaver, Greater Double-
collared Sunbird, andWing-snapping Cisticola As we headed up the lower slopes of the pass
we added new birds sh asBlack Stork, Ground Woodpecker, andCape Rock Thrush As we
gained in altitude the species changatd we had our first looks Brrakensberg Rockjumper,
Karoo Prinia, Fairy Flycatcher, Cape Vulture, Drakensberg Siskin, African Rock Pipit,
Sentinel Rock Thrush, and Grey Tit. Once we had crossed the border post into Lesetho
started birding the plateaandnew birds kept coming witharge-billed Lark, Sickle-winged
Chat, Mountain Pipit,L ay ar d 6 s, aidarellow Gamary all putting in an appearaac
Farther into Lesotho we founidaroo Scrub Robin and aBearded Vulture on the nest.

After we had found all our targets treSani Pass we headed down a little eattian anticipated,
andStuart and Aldo took us tovdlestern Barn Owl roostandanearbySpotted EagleOwl roost.
En route back to our accommodation we had great views of af @ccetarybirds, with the day
being cappedff perfectly with an obligingCape EagleOwl showing beautifully in the late
afternoon ligh{see image othe tite page)

v

This pair ofSecretarybird were seen in the grasslanbislowthe Sani Pass

Day 4,17" October 2019. Drakensberg to Eshowe

We had a lot to get through todagdso decided to leave our accommodation early and head to a
nearby wetlandvhere we hoped to get views\fattled Crane. Unfortunately, the best we could

do was to hear the calls of a bird in a nearby valbey itwould not show for us. In the general
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area we did manage to find a large flockQfailfinch as well asSouth African Cliff Swallow

and a callingRed-necked Spurfowl

Next we headed to the nearby Marutswa Foresére wefoundour target specie§ape Parrot,

as we arrived at thetakeout We had breakfast here while enjoying viewsOséinge Ground
Thrush, Bush Blackcap Knysna Turaco, Forest Canary, Cape Batis andOlive Bushshrike.

From the foothills of the Drakensberg we still had a good drive ahead of us to the lowlands of
Zululand sowed i dn 6t s p dimedt Maratewva befoie moving on. As we made our way
through the KwaZultNatal midlands we kept an eye out for Wattled Crane but could only come
up withGrey Crowned Crane Secretarybird, andJackal Buzzardas well as smaller birds such
asAfrican Yellow Warbler, Plain-backed Pipit, and Golden-breasted Buning. A brief stop
closer to Eshowe produced a low flockAdfican Black andAlpine Swifts.

After arriving in Eshowe we quickly unpacked trehicle before heading out to Dlinza Forest for
the afternoon in the hope of finding Spotted Ground Thrush dret firest specials. We had no
luck with the thrush however we did find Lemon Dove Chorister Robin-Chat, African
Goshawk (heard only), Terrestrial Brownbul, White-eared Barbet and many noisy
Trumpeter Hornbills . The bird of the afternoowasa pair ofobliging Green Twinspots, which

we watched as they came to feed.

Day 5, 18" October 2019. Eshowe birding

This morning we headed out Blinza Forest again in the hope of finding Eastern Broergeed
Pigeon and Spotted Ground Thrush. Unfortunately wenbddck with eitherand the forest was
remarkably quiet. We djdhowever see Crowned Hornbill, Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird ,
African Emerald Cuckoo, Olive Sunbird, Ashy Flycatcher, and Scaly-throated Honeyguide
and had much better views Narina Trogon.
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We then headed to another nearby forest, Entumeni Forest, where our luck imghrastechlly

In the grasslands and scrub outside the forest we a@aedailed Grassbird, Red-fronted
Tinkerbird , Martial Eagle, Common House Martin, Lazy Cisticola, African Firefinch, Red
backed Mannikin, andRed-collared Widowbird . In the forest itself the birding was greand
we managed to find many of our targetscluding Eastern Bronzenaped Pigeon Green
Malkoha, Yellow-throated Woodland Warbler, and Grey Cuckooshrike. We also managed
good views oBlue-mantled Crested Flycatcher Green Wood Hoopoe Red-capped Robin
Chat, and Southern Doublecollared Sunbird. On our way back to Eshowe we had improved
views of apair of Crowned Eagles

In the afternoon we headedytet another foresthis timeOngoye Forest, which is the only forest
in which the endemiwoodwardisubspecies of Green Barbet occurs. This fageséestled up in
the hills above Eshowsurroundedy beautiful, pristine grasslanand really is one of the more
scenic forests in South Africa. It did not take long for us to inden Barbetalong with other
forestspecials such agellow-streaked GreenbulandBrown Scrub Robin. On the wayback to
the lodgewe birded the grassland and bushveld valleysich were incredibly productive and
producedStriped Pipit, Orange-breasted Bushshrike Yellow-breasted Apalis Little Bee-
eater, Red-faced Mousebird Black Sparrowhawk, andDiederik Cuckoo.

Day 6, 19" October 2019. Eshowe to St Lucia

Today we had our final shot &potted Ground Thrush in Dlinza Forestand thankfully it did

not take long until Rosie spotted movement in the shadows/am¥entually all managed views

of a single foraging bird.

Breakfast tasted that much better with the thrush in theabalgsoon afterwards we made auay

to the coast andafther north into Zululand toward St Lucia. En route we stopped at a small farm
dam, which producedCollared Pratincole, White-backed Duck African Pygmy Goose and
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Rufous-winged Cisticola We alsostoppedin Mtunzini to look forPalm-nut Vulture , which
took longer than normaHowever we did eventuallyobtaingood scope viewand hada brief
African Cuckoo-Hawk flyby while we were enjoying lunch.

Soon after arriving in St Lucia we headed to the estuaytimto search for a few waders and
other coastal specieshe estuary mouth was a little quieter than expediadit did hold a éw
Chestnutbanded Plovers Greater Sand Plover African Oystercatcher, Sanderling, and
Marsh Sandpiperas well as a number of other common Palearctic walleeatively small tern
roostcontainedCaspian Sandwich Little , andGreater Crested Ternsas well as a fewGrey-
headed Gulls Other waterbirds present here includgaliath andPurple Herons andYellow-
billed Stork. On our way back to our accommodation we had good viewseabmicatlooking
Crested Guineafowl

Crested Guineafowlvascommon ad confiding in St Lucia.

Day 7, 20" October 2019. St Lucia birding

As usual we were up early and headed tee#tsternshores section of iSimangaliso Wetland Rark
where we spent most of the mornidgving the area and stopping at a few viewing poimid a
hides. Highlights of the morning includétalm-nut Vulture,Li vi ngst onkR@sdddxur ac
Apalis, Wo o d wa r d { BastdBnaNicatar, Red-breasted Swallow Croaking and Pale-
crowned (heard only)Cisticolas, Greater Honeyguide andmanyBlack-bellied Starlings. We
also had some good mammal sightings in the,garéh adVhite Rhinoceros African Buffalo,
Side-striped Jackal, Banded MongooseBushbuck, Natal Red Duiker, Greater Kudu, and
Giraffe. On our way back into town we had brief viewsSafuthern Brown-throated Weaver
among manyastern (African) Golden Weavers

Much of the afternoon was spent in thestern shores section looking faouthern Banded Snake

Eagle Howeverwe wunf ortunatel y d,ibuwedid find bothBrowaand | uc k
Black-chested Snake Eagles
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Wo o d wa r dwas se&avelliinsSt Lucia.

Day 8, 215t October 2019. St Lucia to Mkhuze Game Reserve

The early morning before breakfast vegent birding a trail around towwhich produced many

of the birds seen yesterday as veaslAfrican Green PigeonandGrey Waxbill . After breakfast

we packed our bags and decided to §eethern Banded Snakdcagleanother shot. Thankfull

it did not take too long to finthe bird, and we could then be on our way again, heading north
toward Mkhuze Game Reserve.

We stopped for luncfust south of Hluhluwe and had some good birding Heotuding Burnt -

necked Eremomela Long-billed Crombec, and African Hoopoe. After lunch wecontinued

north and birded the floodplain of Lake St Lyckdhichdich 6t have t oo much of
give us a fewAfrican Wattled andSenegal.apwings.

Soon we entered Mkhuze Game Resgmhere we spent the rest of the afternoon settling into our
accommodation and birding the general andge added White-crested Hemetshrike, Pale
Flycatcher, Little Sparrowhawk , Chinspot Batis, White-browed Scrub Robin Wa h| ber go s
Eagle and Grey Penduline Tit and improving our views oAfrican Cuckoo-Hawk. In the

evening while we were enjoying our brgbarbeque) we were interrgat by a flyby Fiery-

necked Nightjar and a particularly bolGreater Thick-tailed Galaga

Day 9, 22" October 2019. Mkhuze Game Reserve birding

We had the whole day to enjoy thedsirand other wildlifeén the reserve and started the day by
heading intolie sand forest to bird around Kumasinga Hide. Almost immediately we found our
major target intheform ofamaleNe e r g a a r d ¢vehichSmanfdeding ¢h a flowering tree
among manyPurple-banded Sunbirds Right after the sunbirds we found an obligingrpzfi
Pink-throated Twinspots, which was another big target in the sand foresthe area we also
found Crested Guineafow| Crested Francolin, St i er | i n\Waébker, B¥arged Scrub
Robin, Emerald-spotted Wood DoveandGrey-headed Bushshrike
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Throughot t he rest of the day we tides, watezhdleamh ny o f
pans and ended with an impressive day list which indueiek-backed Pelican, Gorgeous
Bushshrike, Brown-crowned Tchagra Brubru, Black Cuckooshrike, Eastern Nicator,

Rud d 6 s ,ARedbilled Oxpecker, Green-winged Pytilia, Marico Sunbird, Acacia Pied

Barbet, and many others.

In the evening we did a night drivehere we addeBronze-winged CourserandAfrican Scops

Owl as well as a few morgenegal Lapwings

Bi%ﬂﬁ]ﬁurs
e

| s Dominic Rollinson
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Bronzewinged Coursemas seen well on our night drive at Mkhuze Game Reserve.

Day 10, 239 October 2019. Mkhuze Game Reserve to Wakkerstroom

We started the morning with an early drive around the reserve and were rewarded with an amazing
sighting of an adult fealeLeopard and her two sufadult offspringwhich showed briefly before
disappearing into the thick bush. We also foMetlow-throated Bush Sparrow(Petronia)Grey
Tit-Flycatcher, White-backed Vulture, Common Scimitarbill, Southern Yellow-billed

Hornbil I, andCape Starling

With a lengthy drive ahead of us we left around -midrningand made our way northwest to
Wakkerstroom. Most people are unlikely to ever have heard of this small town in the Mpumalanga
province of South Africchowever it has an ahost legendary status among South African birders

as it has some of the best high grassland birding in the country and harbors a number of rare
endemicsJust before reaching Wakkerstroom we fo@wdithern Bald Ibis and Spike-heeled

Lark .

Once we hadhecked into our accommodation we headed to the wetland inwdah eventually
produced glimpses &ed-chested Flufftailas well a\frican Snipe, African Swamphen, Cape
Weaver, African Reed Warbler, calling African Rail, and Cape Shoveler Back at ou
accommodation some of us managed viewsfo€an Clawless OtterandMountain Reedbuck
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We ended the day with a brief owling missiarhich produced the goods with fantastic views of
African Grass Owl.

Day 11, 24" October 2019. Wakkerstroom birding

We had a full day of grassland birding aheadusfoday H r st we made our way
Lark stakeout with our local guidgufisg who had upto-date information on where to find most

of thespecialbirds in the area. En route our first stop we fond alargeflock of Blue Cranesas

well asSwai ns on6s Logypailed Midowbird, and aSecretarybird on the nest

B ot h a 6twokhwhileko showbut eventually we had excellent scope views. While we waited

for the larkto show we adde@€apped Wheatear, Sand Martin, Cape Longclaw Lanner

Falcon, Cape Crow, and manyRed-capped Larks.

Next on the agenda was FikouemweshwHastain Clappert ar ge't
Lark andCloud Cisticola. Oncehavingarrived at Fickland Pan it did not taektoo long before

Ru d d 6 s shawed well. We were all amazed at its ability to disappear into the grass and not
show again. In the nearby area we fo@with African Shelduck Ant-eating Chat, Common

Quiail, Pied Starling, Banded Martin, andPale-crowned Gisticola.

We wentbacktoomc commodati on for |l unch and then head
did not take long until we found/hite-bellied Bustard, which was another of our targetsd

thenwe also came across yet another paiSetretarybirds. With the light fading welecided to

have anothetry for Blue Korhaan, which we had failed to find earlieAfter much searchinge

eventually had good views of at least three birds in some nearby Aajdsat way to end another
successful day diirding!

White-bellied Bustardwasseen in the drier grasslands near Wakkerstroom.
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Day 12, 25" October 2019. Wakkerstroom to Kruger National Park

Today was mostly a travel dajlowever as we had yet to search fgellow-breasted Pipit
around Wakkersbom,we decided this would be our major target for the morning. It took a bit of
work, but eventually we had really close views of a displaying amd also foundvountain
Wheatear, Sentinel Rock Thrush Buff-streaked Chat and Eastern Long-billed Lark . We
stopped at the wetland in town on our way out and faAfndan Rail, Little Bittern , African
Marsh Harrier , andintermediate Egret. Thelong drive to Kruger National Park did not produce
much of interest besidé&aroo Thrush at our lunch spot.

As we arived at the entrance gate to Kruduational Parkwe sawa flurry of new birdsincluding
Red-headed WeaveyBrown-headedParrot, andYellow-fronted Tinkerbird .

Day 13, 26" October 2019. Kruger National Park birding

We spentthe whole day on the back an opertop safari vehicle all to ourselveshich made
visibility and finding birds even easier. We were baatBretoriuskopRest Campwhich had
recently seen much of the surrounding bush &tdiby a runaway fireBut we gill managedto

find some geat birds and other wildlifedighlights from our morning drive includeBlappet
Lark, Bushveld Pipit, Yellow-bellied Eremomelg Magpie and Southern White-crowned
Shrikes, Southern Redbilled andAfrican Grey Hornbills , Greater Blue-earedandBur c hel | 0's
Starlings, Cardinal Woodpecker, Natal Spurfowl, Hooded Vulture, Bateleur, Tawny Eagle
andStriped Kingfisher as well as a huge matable Antelope We also had views of a number
of African Elephantswhich occur in large numbers in the park.

The afternoon dve was a not as productivieowever we still found Spotted EagleOwl, Red
faced Cisticolg Grey Go-away-bird, Bushveld Pipit, J a me s o n 6 s, Lifle Bee-datern ¢ h
andMocking Cliff Chat and hal great views o& Klipspringer silhouetted againghe dramatic

sky.

§

Klipspringerwasseen in the granitékoppie®around PretoriuskofRest @mp
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Day 14, 27" October 2019. Kruger National Park birding

With the morning starting fairly cool with some decent cloud covenage our way north through
the park bwards Satar®est @Gmp where we were staying for our final night in Kruger. Soon
after leaving Pretoriuskop we hadint-blankviews of aRed-crested Korhaan, giving its high
pitched, deafening call, as well akthe slightly largeBlack-bellied Bustard. We had breakfast
at SkukuzeRest @mp where we managed to finWhite-browed andWhite-throated Robin-
Chats, Saddlebilled Stork, Red-billed Buffalo Weaver, Golden-breasted Bunting and
African Firefinch .

Soon after leaving Skukuza we were lucky enotayfind a pair of roostingsouthern White-
faced Owlsas well as d.eopard sleeping ina huge tree along the rivefhe afternoon drive to
Satara did not add too much more of interest begtdegle Roller, Arrow -marked Babbler,
Namaqua Dove andGroundscraper Thrush.

With the really hot temperatures we decided to take it easy for a little while before heading out for
our afternoon drive from SkukuZgest Gmp. With the temperatures having dropg&dhtly)
laterthere was a bit more activity on odmive, and we managed sightings of a pridd.mins as
well as White-headed Vulture, Chestnutbacked SparrowlLark , Pearl-spotted Owlet and
Lesser Spotted EagleA coupleof Spotted Hyaenas were also seen on our afternoon drive.

Dominic Rollinson

White-headed Vulturgperhapst he most attractive of southe

Day 15, 28" October 2019. Kruger National Park to Dullstroom

The day coul dndédt have started much better whe
maleLions making their way south. Really impréssto see up close! Not long after this we had

good views of a loneeopard before it hid in a culvert under the road. Next we concentrated on

some of our bird targets and soon foumimmon Ostrich, Southern Ground Hornbill, Kori

Bustard, Desert Cisticolg andKurrichane Thrush .
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It was another scorcher todap we left camp early after enjoying a good breakfast and made our
way outof the park. On our way we stopped at a waterhole which had a large h&fiacah
Buffalo as well as a fewellow-billed Oxpeckers Careful scanning through the flocks of aerial
feeders produce@rey-rumped andMosque Swallovs too.

Once out of the park we made our way south toward Dullstredrare we were staying for the
night. En route we stoppeat the Blyde River Canyoto look for Taita Falconhowever they
wereunfortunatelynot around.

The group of three malgons seen in Kruger National Park.

We arrived in Dullstroom in thiate afternoon and decided hedaut to tryto find a few more
targets. It took someffert, but evertually we had good scope viewsWhattled Crane alongside
a damand foundRed-winged Francolin, Cape Longclaw andAfrican Wattled Lapwing in the
surrounding grasslands well

In the evening before heading for dinner some of the groupgeargood views dkfrican Wood
Owl.

Day 16, 29" October 2019. Dullstroom to Zaagkuilsdrift

We birced for a few houraround Dullstroom this morning in the hope of finishing our remaining
targetsinthe area Gur n ey 6 s weteungst obliging ad sarived at the stakeout spot
and we managed a numberlde n h a mé s ddBtué¢ Graness the area toas well as a
Marsh Owl hunting over a wetland in the eariyorning light. Perhaps the highlight of the
morning was watching 8erval hunting in the ame wetland as it walked through the tall grass
without paying much attention to uSlose toour accommodtion we had good views &fale-
crowned Cisticola Yellow-breasted and Long-billed Pipit, African Olive Pigeon, Jackal
Buzzard, Streaky-headed Seedeat, andOlive Thrush.
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After breakfast in Dullstroom we headed west towards Zaagkuilsdh#re we would be doing
some drycountry birding with a very different mix of species. En route we stopped for lunch in
Mabusa Nature Reserwehich produceduffy Pipit,Sh e |l | e y 6 sReéheadeddMedver n
and Green-capped Eremomela Nearby we also dd brief views ofOribi, a rare, grassland
restricted antelope.

After lunch wecontinuedwest to our accommodation in the Zaagkuilsdrift avdzere we soon
addednew birdsin the form ofWhite-browed Sparrow-Weaver, Chestnut-vented Warbler,
andNorthern Black Korhaan.

The stunning malRedheadedWeaverwas seen at its nest in Mabusa Nature Reserve

Day 17, 30" October 2019. Zaagkuilsdrift birding

Today wasour last full day of the touand with lots of birds to still find we headed out early
before breakfast and birded the woodlands and Kgkgamo floodplain. Soon after we left our
accommodation we came across a bird pavtyich includedBarred Wren-Warbl er, Violet-
eared Waxbill, Crimson-breasted Shrike Cape Penduline Tit Marico Flycatcher, and
Southern Pied Babbler Around KgomeKgomo we found more new birds in the formG@feat
Spotted Cuckoo, Pearl-breasted Swallow Red-headed Finch Black-chested Prnia, Black-
throated Canary, Kalahari Scrub Robin, Scaly-featheredWeaver, andShaft-tailed Whydabh.
Breakfast back at our accommodation was interrupted brieflebgilla nt 6 s @dKarkm o
Thrush.

The final afternoon was spdbitdingthegeneralrealooking for anything we were still missing.
We did find some more good birgsuch asCapped Wheatear Marico Sunbird, Burnt -necked
Eremomela Wattled Starling, andRed-breasted Swallow
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Day 18, 315t October 2019. Zaagkuilsdrift birding and departure

With flights in the early afternoon we had most of the morning to bird the area before heading
south to Johannesburg. Despite this béregfinal morningwe still managed to add a number of
new birds.Grey-backed Camaropterafinally showed itself in the susunding bushveldand
Kgomo-Kgomo floodplain gave us more birdew to the list, suchsYellow-crowned Bishop
Cut-throat Finch, andGreat Sparrow.

We finally had to leave Zaagkuilsdrifb@é head to the airpgrbutour luck had not yet run ouas

we maraged to addBlack-faced Waxbill andGreater Kestrel while we were driving oubf the
area Thankfully the trip to the airport was uneventfuhd it ended a great 18 days around South
Africa with many highlights teemembefondly. Thanks to all tour pagipants for making this a
fun and highly successful tour. Looking forward to the next one!

This maleRedcrested Korhaarshowed really well in Kruger National Park.
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